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UKRI encourages the development of new methodologies in all areas of health research and funds the 
development of non-animal technologies both directly through research council funding rounds and by its core 
funding commitment to the National Centre for 3Rs (NC3Rs).1 MRC and BBSRC provide the core funding to 
NC3Rs which amounts to £49.1 million over 5 years (2021-2026). 
 
Earlier this year BBSRC and NC3Rs launched a £4 million joint funding call2 focused on supporting alternatives to 
in vivo models in bioscience research. BBSRC has previously provided specific funding to the NC3Rs for a funding 
call3 to generate new models for bovine tuberculosis (bTB) research that avoid the use of animals. Furthermore, 
MRC’s Experimental Medicine Panel awarded £9.3M in 2021 to projects investigating disease mechanisms 
directly in humans using non-invasive techniques.  
 
UKRI also encourages grant applicants, including those whose research does not involve animals but could 
contribute to greater reduction and replacement, to consider further opportunities to advance the 3Rs. Relevant to 
this, opportunities to develop the 3Rs may sometimes arise from research during the course of a project, even if 
3Rs was not the initial purpose at the project’s outset. MRC captures these occurrences in researcher evaluations 
of their funded research through the ResearchFish platform. In 2021, 6% of MRC researchers identified potential 
in their research outputs to advance the ‘replacement’ of the use of animals. BBSRC also captures these 
occurrences in its evaluations, and over the period 2018-2021, a ‘yes’ response to this question averaged around 
6.9%.  
 
(2) For MRC-funded research grants involving (in full or part) the less commonly used species of dogs for 
2021 could you please let me know the amount of grants awarded. 
 
There were no grants involving dogs awarded in 2021. 
 
If you have any queries regarding our response or you are unhappy with the outcome of your request and wish to 
seek an internal review of the decision, please contact:   
   
Head of Information Governance   
Email: foi@ukri.org or infogovernance@ukri.org   
 
Please quote the reference number above in any future communications.   
   
If you are still not content with the outcome of the internal review, you may apply to refer the matter to the 
Information Commissioner for a decision. Generally, the ICO cannot make a decision unless you have exhausted 
the review procedure provided by UKRI. The Information Commissioner can be contacted at: www.ico.org.uk. 
   
If you wish to raise a complaint regarding the service you have received or the conduct of any UKRI staff in 
relation to your request, please see UKRI’s complaints policy: https://www.ukri.org/about-us/policies-and-
standards/complaints-policy/  
  
  
Yours sincerely,  
 
  

  
Information Governance 
Information Rights Team 
UK Research and Innovation 
foi@ukri.org | dataprotection@ukri.org 

 
1 https://www.nc3rs.org.uk/  
2 https://nc3rs.org.uk/bbsrc-nc3rs-joint-call-development-next-generation-non-animal-technologies  
3 https://nc3rs.org.uk/news/replacing-animal-models-studying-bovine-tuberculosis  

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nc3rs.org.uk%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cfoi%40ukri.org%7C7725122b6968452660ea08da958c1c70%7C8bb7e08edaa44a8e927efca38db04b7e%7C0%7C0%7C637986726240437976%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mQU5SOCvriKuLxqpTUmgcocdfsqSufh%2FPBe1WvoC1SE%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnc3rs.org.uk%2Fbbsrc-nc3rs-joint-call-development-next-generation-non-animal-technologies&data=05%7C01%7Cfoi%40ukri.org%7C7725122b6968452660ea08da958c1c70%7C8bb7e08edaa44a8e927efca38db04b7e%7C0%7C0%7C637986726240437976%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=eXTAEP2ghrjsB78ALOoS3gqEOUac4oQ8RZXGjIMRhbw%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnc3rs.org.uk%2Fnews%2Freplacing-animal-models-studying-bovine-tuberculosis&data=05%7C01%7Cfoi%40ukri.org%7C7725122b6968452660ea08da958c1c70%7C8bb7e08edaa44a8e927efca38db04b7e%7C0%7C0%7C637986726240437976%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xXttuGXVzHZ85HC%2FXHHleNUmJ%2BCfGiICyjJDYu8rk0w%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnc3rs.org.uk%2Fnews%2Freplacing-animal-models-studying-bovine-tuberculosis&data=05%7C01%7Cfoi%40ukri.org%7C7725122b6968452660ea08da958c1c70%7C8bb7e08edaa44a8e927efca38db04b7e%7C0%7C0%7C637986726240437976%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xXttuGXVzHZ85HC%2FXHHleNUmJ%2BCfGiICyjJDYu8rk0w%3D&reserved=0
mailto:foi@ukri.org
mailto:infogovernance@ukri.org
https://www.ico.org.uk/
https://www.ukri.org/about-us/policies-and-standards/complaints-policy/
https://www.ukri.org/about-us/policies-and-standards/complaints-policy/
https://www.nc3rs.org.uk/
https://nc3rs.org.uk/bbsrc-nc3rs-joint-call-development-next-generation-non-animal-technologies
https://nc3rs.org.uk/news/replacing-animal-models-studying-bovine-tuberculosis



