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• Confirming or denying whether we hold the requested information would be likely to give cyber criminals 
insights into the strengths of UKRI’s IT strategies and any potential weaknesses that may exist. This would 
increase the chances of cyberattacks.  

• This would lead to increased vulnerability of UKRI’s IT infrastructure and undermine the integrity of our 
systems by making UKRI more vulnerable to crime such as a malicious attack on UKRI's computer 
infrastructure and/or systems. 

• There is an overwhelming public interest in keeping government or public authority computer systems 
secure, which would be served by neither confirming nor denying that the information is held.  

 
We therefore consider that the public interest favours neither confirming nor denying that information is held. 
 
The fact section 31(3) of the FOIA has been cited should not be taken as an indication that the information you 
requested is or is not held by UKRI. 
 
If you have any queries regarding our response or you are unhappy with the outcome of your request and wish to 
seek an internal review of the decision, please contact:   
   
Head of Information Governance   
Email: foi@ukri.org  
 
Please quote the reference number above in any future communications.   
   
If you are still not content with the outcome of the internal review, you may apply to refer the matter to the 
Information Commissioner for a decision. Generally, the ICO cannot make a decision unless you have exhausted 
the review procedure provided by UKRI. The Information Commissioner can be contacted at: www.ico.org.uk. 
   
If you wish to raise a complaint regarding the service you have received or the conduct of any UKRI staff in 
relation to your request, please see UKRI’s complaints policy: https://www.ukri.org/about-us/policies-and-
standards/complaints-policy/  
  
  
Yours sincerely,  
 
  

  
Information Governance 
Information Rights Team 
UK Research and Innovation 
foi@ukri.org | dataprotection@ukri.org 
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