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could provide competitors with insight into costing strategies and budget structures that retain ongoing 
commercial value.  

• Similar research and digitisation projects continue to be funded. As a result, the information remains 
commercially relevant despite the age of the award and could influence future pricing, procurement 
exercises and funding applications.  

• Disclosure could undermine confidence in UKRI's ability to protect commercially sensitive information, 
potentially affecting the willingness of applicants and suppliers to provide detailed and accurate information 
required for robust funding assessments.  

• We follow the government guidance on Managing Public Money.1 Standards expected of all public 
services include integrity, reliability, spending money in the public interest and achieving value for money. 
Our current thorough process ensures that only the best projects receive public monies. Releasing this 
information could jeopardise the fair and transparent competition process and undermine our function to 
fund the best projects. In turn, undermining this process would go against our responsibilities to manage 
our use of public funds. 
 

While there is a clear public interest in transparency concerning the use of public funds, this is outweighed by the 
stronger public interest in protecting the commercial interests of the organisations involved and safeguarding 
UKRI's ability to secure accurate pricing and value for money in future funding and procurement activities. The 
public interest therefore favours maintaining the exemption under section 43(2) FOIA. 
 
 
Your rights 
 
If you have any queries regarding our response please do let us know. If you are dissatisfied with the handling of 
your request, you have the right to ask for an internal review, explaining which elements of this decision you 
disagree with and why. Internal review requests should be submitted within 40 working days of the date of our 
response and should be addressed to:    
   
Head of Information Governance   
Email: foi@ukri.org  
 
Please quote the reference number above in any future communications.   
   
If you are still not content with the outcome of the internal review, you may apply to refer the matter to the 
Information Commissioner for a decision. Generally, the ICO cannot make a decision unless you have exhausted 
the review procedure provided by UKRI. The Information Commissioner can be contacted at: www.ico.org.uk. 
   
If you wish to raise a complaint regarding the service you have received or the conduct of any UKRI staff in 
relation to your request, please see UKRI’s complaints procedure.2  
  
  
Yours sincerely,  
 
  

  
Information Governance 
Information Rights Team 
UK Research and Innovation 
foi@ukri.org | dataprotection@ukri.org 
 

 
1 Managing Public Money - April 2026.pdf 
2 https://www.ukri.org/who-we-are/contact-us/make-a-complaint/#skipnav-target  
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