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“The Home Office has commissioned UK Research and Innovation to deliver independent research into the drivers 
of group-based child sexual exploitation and abuse, including cultural factors, group dynamics and the role of 
online technologies. This will strengthen the national evidence base, enabling a more detailed understanding of 
the factors at play and support the development of more targeted and effective interventions. Calls for applications 
will launch soon.”  
 
Work is ongoing to agree an initial programme of work, and the specification for the research programme remains 
under development between the Home Office and UKRI. This has not yet been finalised or formally agreed. 
Therefore, the information you have requested, a final agreed or currently operative research specification, 
commissioning brief or statement of requirements is not held. 
 
Further information about the research programme, including an initial research call under the programme, is 
expected to be published in late autumn 2026. 
 
 
Your rights 
 
If you have any queries regarding our response please do let us know. If you are dissatisfied with the handling of 
your request, you have the right to ask for an internal review, explaining which elements of this decision you 
disagree with and why. Internal review requests should be submitted within 40 working days of the date of our 
response and should be addressed to:    
   
Head of Information Governance   
Email: foi@ukri.org  
 
Please quote the reference number above in any future communications.   
   
If you are still not content with the outcome of the internal review, you may apply to refer the matter to the 
Information Commissioner for a decision. Generally, the ICO cannot make a decision unless you have exhausted 
the review procedure provided by UKRI. The Information Commissioner can be contacted at: www.ico.org.uk. 
   
If you wish to raise a complaint regarding the service you have received or the conduct of any UKRI staff in 
relation to your request, please see UKRI’s complaints procedure4.  
  
  
Yours sincerely,  
 
  

  
Information Governance 
Information Rights Team 
UK Research and Innovation 
foi@ukri.org | dataprotection@ukri.org 
 
 

 
4 https://www.ukri.org/who-we-are/contact-us/make-a-complaint/#skipnav-target  
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