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In January 2026, the Hub was enhanced to support the AI Skills Boost, a DSIT and industry led initiative 
expanding free, industry developed AI courses. The programme aims to upskill 10 million UK workers in essential 
AI skills by 2030 and award a government backed AI Foundations badge. More details are available here4. 
 
As the contractor delivering the Hub, PwC incurred additional costs of £158,000 + VAT to build the additional 
pages and functionality for the AI Skills Boost. The AI Skills Hub was a competitively procured tender for a fixed 
price, which includes the running costs for the length of the contract.  
 
As noted above, the AI Skills Boost is a Department for Science, Innovation and Technology (DSIT) scheme, and 
DSIT owns the relationship with the technology partners involved. Therefore, UKRI does not hold any information 
regarding the projected budget for future running costs, the charges or contributions made by technology partners, 
the arrangements in place with those partners, or any assessments of fair market value or cost‑effectiveness. 
 
Your rights 
 
If you have any queries regarding our response please do let us know. If you are dissatisfied with the handling of 
your request, you have the right to ask for an internal review, explaining which elements of this decision you 
disagree with and why. Internal review requests should be submitted within 40 working days of the date of our 
response and should be addressed to:    
   
Head of Information Governance   
Email: foi@ukri.org  
 
Please quote the reference number above in any future communications.   
   
If you are still not content with the outcome of the internal review, you may apply to refer the matter to the 
Information Commissioner for a decision. Generally, the ICO cannot make a decision unless you have exhausted 
the review procedure provided by UKRI. The Information Commissioner can be contacted at: www.ico.org.uk. 
   
If you wish to raise a complaint regarding the service you have received or the conduct of any UKRI staff in 
relation to your request, please see UKRI’s complaints procedure5.  
  
  
Yours sincerely,  
 
  

  
Information Governance 
Information Rights Team 
UK Research and Innovation 
foi@ukri.org | dataprotection@ukri.org 
 
 

 
4 https://www.gov.uk/government/news/free-ai-training-for-all-as-government-and-industry-programme-expands-to-provide-10-million-workers-with-key-ai-skills-by-2030  
5 https://www.ukri.org/who-we-are/contact-us/make-a-complaint/#skipnav-target  
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