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If you have any queries regarding our response please do let us know. If you are dissatisfied with the handling of 
your request, you have the right to ask for an internal review, explaining which elements of this decision you 
disagree with and why. Internal review requests should be submitted within 40 working days of the date of our 
response and should be addressed to:    
   
Head of Information Governance   
Email: foi@ukri.org  
 
Please quote the reference number above in any future communications.   
   
If you are still not content with the outcome of the internal review, you may apply to refer the matter to the 
Information Commissioner for a decision. Generally, the ICO cannot make a decision unless you have exhausted 
the review procedure provided by UKRI. The Information Commissioner can be contacted at: www.ico.org.uk. 
   
If you wish to raise a complaint regarding the service you have received or the conduct of any UKRI staff in 
relation to your request, please see UKRI’s complaints procedure1.  
  
  
Yours sincerely,  
 
  

  
Information Governance 
Information Rights Team 
UK Research and Innovation 
foi@ukri.org | dataprotection@ukri.org 
  

 
1 https://www.ukri.org/who-we-are/contact-us/make-a-complaint/#skipnav-target  
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3. The “UK” national grouping includes the UK, as well as Isle of Man, Guernsey, Jersey and Gibraltar. The 
“EU” group is made up of the 27 countries that were EU nations at the time of the analysis. All other 
nations are defined as “Other International”. 
 

4. The “Other UKRI” council group includes cross-council funding programmes such as the Strategic 
Priorities Fund or Industrial Strategy Challenge Fund. 
 

5. Nationality should not be confused with domicile, or eligibility to be treated as a home student. Some non-
UK nationals are eligible to be treated as home students (for example where they have settled status, pre-
settled status, or indefinite leave to remain). As noted, above, UKRI does not normally ask ROs to report 
information on the domicile of student applicants. 
 

6. Academic years (AYs) are taken to run from 1 October to 30 September in the following year. Studies are 
considered to have commenced when a student had a funding start date in that year. 

 
Specific notes on the data provided 
 

7. In October 2020, UKRI made changes to EU and international eligibility for UKRI funded studentships from 
academic year 2021/222 onwards. Previously, international and EU students who did not meet UK 
residency requirements were eligible for fees-only awards. There were some opportunities specified by 
research councils for EU and international students to be fully funded on particular awards. The new policy 
across all UKRI training grants now offers international students a full UKRI studentship, which covers a 
student stipend and home-level fees. 
 

8. A small number of students had more than one studentship record starting on the same date in an 
academic year. These were treated as duplicates and only one counted for each instance. 
 

9. Fluctuations in numbers may need to be understood in the context of specific programmes starting and 
ending. 
 

10. Figures for the most recent AY (2023/24) are likely to be incomplete, as not all ROs have yet reported final 
information. 

 
 

 
2 https://www.ukri.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/UKRI-030221-Guidance-International-Eligibility-Implementation-training-grant-holders-V2.pdf  
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