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• Development of tomato resistance to tomato brown rugose fruit virus (2023) 
 

Please could you also provide the project description for: 
 

• CREST (Chrysanthemum RESistant to TSWV) (2018) 
 
Projects missing from the dataset 
 
Finally, please could you provide the following information for any projects awarded funding by Innovate UK under 
the UK-Israel competitions that are not listed in the “Innovate UK funded projects from financial year 2016 to 2017 
to present” dataset: 
 

• Project title 
• UK participant(s) 
• Israeli participant(s) 
• Amount of Innovate UK funding awarded 
• Project start date 
• Project status 

 
If the dataset does list all projects awarded funding under these five competitions, please confirm this for each 
competition. 
 
Our response:  
 
I can confirm that UK Research and Innovation (UKRI) does hold information relevant to your request. Please see 
the information below. 
 
All projects awarded funding for the UK Israel Open Collaborative Competition 2018 and 2019, and the UK-Israel 
Eureka Bilateral Collaborative R&D 2022, 2023 and 2024 funding opportunities are listed in Innovate UK’s Funding 
Transparency Data1. 
 
Funding was not awarded up to the competition budget ceiling for these opportunities due to a number of 
applications being excluded at different stages of the process. Applications are only put forward for assessment if 
they meet the eligibility criteria of the funding competition on both the UK and Israel side. Of those that were 
assessed, only projects meeting the required quality threshold were considered for funding. 
 
Funding decisions for bilateral UK-Israel projects were then made jointly by Innovate UK (IUK) and the Israel 
Innovation Authority (IIA), meaning projects could only be funded where both organisations reached an 
agreement. In addition, projects approved at the joint consensus stage were subject to a further approval process 
within Israel. Where the Israeli board declined funding for the Israeli partner, the project could not proceed.  
 
As a result of these factors, there were insufficient fundable projects to utilise the full competition budget. Please 
note, IUK provided funding to UK project participants only, funding for Israeli partners came from the IIA. 
 
We can also confirm that no projects were funded for the UK-Israel Eureka Bilateral Collaborative R&D (2022) 
competition.  
 
Details of the Israeli participants for the projects you have identified, and the project description for the CREST 
(Chrysanthemum RESistant to TSWV) project are included in Annex 1, at the end of this request. Please note, the 
CREST project was terminated in 2020 following the lead participant advising of their withdrawal. 
 
 
Your rights 
 
If you have any queries regarding our response please do let us know. If you are dissatisfied with the handling of 
your request, you have the right to ask for an internal review, explaining which elements of this decision you 

 
1 https://www.ukri.org/publications/innovate-uk-funded-projects-since-2004/  
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disagree with and why. Internal review requests should be submitted within 40 working days of the date of our 
response and should be addressed to:    
   
Head of Information Governance   
Email: foi@ukri.org  
 
Please quote the reference number above in any future communications.   
   
If you are still not content with the outcome of the internal review, you may apply to refer the matter to the 
Information Commissioner for a decision. Generally, the ICO cannot make a decision unless you have exhausted 
the review procedure provided by UKRI. The Information Commissioner can be contacted at: www.ico.org.uk. 
   
If you wish to raise a complaint regarding the service you have received or the conduct of any UKRI staff in 
relation to your request, please see UKRI’s complaints procedure2.  
  
  
Yours sincerely,  
 
  

  
Information Governance 
Information Rights Team 
UK Research and Innovation 
foi@ukri.org | dataprotection@ukri.org 
  

 
2 https://www.ukri.org/who-we-are/contact-us/make-a-complaint/#skipnav-target  
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Primary target markets: Columbia (28% global production), Japan, China (23% global production - rapidly 
expanding opportunity due to ongoing investment of export infrastructure). Markets identified due to high 
production rates, high spend on insecticides and favourable legislation. 
 
Secondary market sectors: Netherlands (28% global production), sizable opportunity but greater regulatory 
barriers.  
 
Regulatory Considerations Non-transgenic gene editing is highly favourable compared to transgenic approaches; 
greatly reducing regulatory requirements. 




