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• It would be in the public interest to view the reports as public monies are used to fund this activity. As this 

is the case it is important that the programme has a positive impact and is beneficial to all parties involved. 
Seeing copies of these reports enables the public to independently assess the impact of the Project.  

  
Public interest in favour of withholding the information  
 

• These documents contain sensitive information such as project timelines, risks, costs, and current 
progress. These factors have not been publicly disclosed; if this information were disclosed it could 
weaken the third party’s position in a competitive market, by revealing market-sensitive information. 
  

• The third party operates in a field that is highly competitive where any key approach or novelty may offer a 
key strategic advantage in the market. If we were to disclose these reports, we believe it may compromise 
a commercial advantage to a competitor and reduce the third party’s market position.  
  

• We also considered the impact on UKRI if commercially sensitive information of companies we engage 
and work closely with were disclosed. We believe it would damage the trust in UKRI and likely impact our 
ability to carry out our role and manage our current and future investments.  
  

Taking the above arguments into consideration, we reached the decision that the need for commercial 
confidentiality outweighs the public interest in disclosure and therefore the information is exempt from disclosure.  
 
The overall funding provided has been published on Gateway to research1. This publication outlines the amount of 
funding awarded and the public description of the project and what they hope to achieve. 
 
Your rights 
 
If you have any queries regarding our response please do let us know. If you are dissatisfied with the handling of 
your request, you have the right to ask for an internal review, explaining which elements of this decision you 
disagree with and why. Internal review requests should be submitted within 40 working days of the date of our 
response and should be addressed to:    
   
Head of Information Governance   
Email: foi@ukri.org  
 
Please quote the reference number above in any future communications.   
   
If you are still not content with the outcome of the internal review, you may apply to refer the matter to the 
Information Commissioner for a decision. Generally, the ICO cannot make a decision unless you have exhausted 
the review procedure provided by UKRI. The Information Commissioner can be contacted at: www.ico.org.uk. 
   
If you wish to raise a complaint regarding the service you have received or the conduct of any UKRI staff in 
relation to your request, please see UKRI’s complaints procedure2.  
 
Yours sincerely,  
 
  

  
Information Governance 
Information Rights Team 
UK Research and Innovation 
foi@ukri.org | dataprotection@ukri.org 
 
 

 
1 https://gtr.ukri.org/projects?ref=32807 
2 https://www.ukri.org/who-we-are/contact-us/make-a-complaint/#skipnav-target  
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