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Individuals who have deployed in the last 3 years form part of the AEP pool and are offered the opportunity of 
returning for another season at the end of their current contracts. AEP candidates are held in the AEP pool for a 
period of 3 years. 
 
AEP contracts vary in length depending on factors including: 
 

• The station to which the role is assigned 
• The type of role 
• Whether the contract is for austral summer or winter contracts 

Contract lengths are from 3 to 18 months.  
 
Most AEP contracts start in the first week of September, to enable individuals to attend two weeks of Pre-Deployment 
Training (PDT) before deployment to their respective research stations. However, contract start dates vary 
depending on the type of training necessary. Some roles require an earlier start (in July or August) to enable the 
individual to undergo specialist training. 
 
Due to the limited sample size and the niche specialisms involved, we are exempting the names of the people 
involved and any information which may inadvertently lead to a breach of personal information, such as individual 
start dates and tour lengths. 
 
Under section 40(2) of the FOIA. Disclosing this information would contravene the first Data Protection Principle as 
defined under Section 86 of the Data Protection Act 2018 and Article 5 of UK General Data Protection Regulation 
(UK GDPR). 
 
Section 40(2) is an absolute exemption and does not require a public interest test. 
 
However, to try and answer as much of your questions as possible without disclosing personal information, please 
see below a list of job roles, breakdowns based against Gender, New starter/Re-hire, and the number of people 
within each age group. 
 
The following roles are included in this data. Note that there may be overlap of function where the same role is 
described differently over time (e.g. ‘steel erector’ and ‘steel erector/builder’). 
 

Agricultural Plant Mechanic Lead Field Guide 
Air Unit Support Maintenance Technician 

Antarctic Atmospheric Scientist Maintenance Technician (Electrical) 
Arctic Station Manager Marine Biological Assistant 
AU Ground Coordinator Marine Biologist 

Base Assistant Marine Biologist/Zoological Field Assistant 
Base Commander Marine Operator 

Boating Officer Marine Research Assistant 
Builder Mechanical Maintenance Technician 

Building Labourer Mechanical Services Technician 
Building Services Technician Mechanical Technical Support 

Carpenter Mobile Plant Operator 
Carpenter/ Builder Mobile Plant Technician 

Chef Plant Operator 
Communications Officer Plant Operator Mechanic 

Data Manager Plant Technician 
Diesel Power Generation Technician Project Support Coordinator - Halley Relocation 

DME/NDB Specialist Commissioning Engineer Radio Officer 
Electrical Maintenance Technician Relief Driver 
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If you are still not content with the outcome of the internal review, you may apply to refer the matter to the 
Information Commissioner for a decision. Generally, the ICO cannot make a decision unless you have exhausted 
the review procedure provided by UKRI. The Information Commissioner can be contacted at: www.ico.org.uk. 
   
If you wish to raise a complaint regarding the service you have received or the conduct of any UKRI staff in 
relation to your request, please see UKRI’s complaints policy1. 
  
  
Yours sincerely,  
 
  

  
Information Governance 
Information Rights Team 
UK Research and Innovation 
foi@ukri.org | dataprotection@ukri.org 
 
 

 
1 https://www.ukri.org/who-we-are/contact-us/make-a-complaint/#skipnav-target  
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